
Welcome to Buford First! 
 

Our Mission 
 

The United Methodist Church: Making Disciples of 
Jesus Christ for the Transformation of the World. 

 
 

 

Sanctuary Flowers 
 

Rev. Sondra Jones gives the sanctuary flowers to the glory 
of God and in celebration of Gladys Knox who celebrates 

her 101st birthday, December 26th. 
 

Today’s Worship Assistants 
 

 
 

10:55 a.m. Announcements ~ 11:00 a.m. Worship 
 

Greeters:  TBA 
Ushers: TBA 
Acolytes: Amber Grubbs, Crucifer & Mary Elizabeth Countess, Light 
Sound: John Marbury 
Children’s Church: Kerri Nagy 
Sunshine Church: The Gohmans 
Nursery: Debbie Griffin and Kim Griffin 
Altar Guild: Bobby & Estelle Dobbs 
 
 
 

Children and Worship 
A nursery is provided for children 2 and under.  You can find our nursery by 
going through the door behind the organ and down one flight of stairs. 
 
 

11:00 a.m. – Sunshine Church – Preschoolers (3 years through Pre-K) meet in 
Rm. 105 during the service.  Children’s Worship – Children in Kindergarten 
through 5th grade go to Rm. 203 after the Children’s Sermon, and may be 
picked up there following the service. 
 
 

 

 
 

James Adair, Custodian 
 

Sylvia Beard, Pianist 
 

Suzanne Clegg, Director of Youth Ministry 
 

Barbara Espy, Director of Preschool 
 

Diana Foster, Director of Music and the Arts 
 

Debra Hogg, Music Associate 
 

Sondra R. Jones, Senior Pastor 
 

Cindy LaTouf, Office Manager 
 

Hank Morgan, Organist 
 

Susan Rosenthal, Director of Nursery 
 

Heather White, Director of Children and Family Ministry 
 

 

The Worship of God 
 
 

December 25, 2011 
11:00 a.m. 

 
 

Christmas Day 
 
 

 
 
 

Please place your cell phones and pagers on silent mode during today’s 
worship service. 

 
 
 
 

Welcome to the time of worship!  We are so honored that you have 
chosen to worship with us today. “And the Word became flesh and 
lived among us, and we have seen his glory, the glory as of a father’s 
only son, full of grace and truth.” John 1:14 
 
 
 
 

We Gather in Fellowship… 
 

The Welcome and Registration of Attendance Rev. Sondra Jones 
The Announcements and Sharing of Concerns and Celebrations 
 

The Greeting of Your Neighbor 
 
 
 
 

We Gather to Worship… 
 

The Chiming of the Hour  Hank Morgan, organ 
The Prelude Of the Father’s Love Begotten arr. Walter W. Schurr 
 
 
 
 

We Gather to Praise… 
 

*The Call to Worship  Austin Sanders 
 

Christ is born; give him glory! 
Christ has come down from heaven; receive him! 
Christ is now on earth; exalt him! 
O you earth, sing to the Lord! 
O you the nations, praise him in joy, for he has been glorified! 
 

*The Hymn of Praise #246 Joy to the World 
 

The Affirmation of Faith #881 The Apostles’ Creed 
 

*The Gloria Patri #70 Glory Be to the Father 
 

The Blessing of the Toys  Rev. Jones 
 

The Children’s Sermon “An Empty Box”  Heather White 
 

 
 

 
We Commune in Prayer… 
 

The Prayer of Confession  Rev. Jones 
 

Eternal God, by the birth of Jesus Christ you gave yourself to 
the world.  Grant that, being born in our hearts,  he may save 
us from all our sins, and restore within us the image and 
likeness of our Creator, to who be everlasting praise and glory, 
world without end.  Amen. 
 

The Time of Silent Prayer   
 

The Pastoral Prayer and The Lord’s Prayer   
 

Our Father, who art in Heaven, hallowed be thy name.  Thy 
kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in Heaven.  
Give us this day our daily bread, and forgive us our trespasses, 
as we forgive those who trespass against us.  And lead us not 
into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For thine is the 
kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever.  Amen. 
 

The Hymn of Preparation #224   Good Christian Friends, Rejoice 
 
 
 
 

We Present our Tithes and Offerings… 
 

The Gathering of Tithes and Offerings   
 

The Offertory Away in a Manger arr. Douglas E. Wagner 
 

*The Doxology   
 

Praise God from whom all blessings flow, Praise Him all creatures 
here below.  Praise Him above ye heavenly host, Praise Father, Son, 
and Holy Ghost.  Amen. 
 

*The Prayer of Consecration   
 
 
 
 

We Gather to Learn… 
 

*Reading of the Holy Scripture: John 1:1-14 
 

The Anthem  Go Tell It on the Mountain  
  Chancel Choir 
 

The Sermon “The Light of the World”  Rev. Jones 
 
 

We Depart to Serve… 
 

*The Hymn of Discipleship #245 The First Noel 
 

*The Benediction   
 

The Postlude In Dulci Jubilo arr. Paul Laubengayer 
 
 
 
 

*If you are able, please stand. 

 
Praise the Lord! 

May my worship be 
pleasing to God! 

 

December 25, 2011 
 

GUEST & MEMBER 
REGISTRY 

 

 
I attended the 11:00 service ____ 
 

Name ________________________ 
Name ________________________ 
Children______________________ 
Children______________________ 
 

Guest of ______________________ 
 

Address ______________________ 
_____________________________ 
 

Phone________________________ 
 

Cell phone ____________________ 
 

Email ________________________ 
 

 

___ First Time Visitor 
 

___ New Resident in Community 
 

___ Wish to Know More About 
  the Church 
 

___ Desire a Call 
 

___ Wish to Join the Church 
 

___ Attend, but Not a Member 
 

___ Member of this Church 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

If you would like to join Buford First 
United Methodist Church today, please 

fill out the membership card located in the 
church pew or you may call the church 

office, 770-945-7438. 
 

Monday-Thursday 
8:30 a.m. – 5:00 p.m. 

Friday 
9:00 a.m. – 3:00 p.m. 

Please Do Not Fold. 
Thank You! 



 
 

 “…but in everything, by prayer and 
supplication with thanksgiving let your 
request be known to God.” 

Philippians 4:6 
 

December 25, 2011 
Your Name ___________________ 

 

If you would like us to send a note of 
encouragement, please provide the 
name and address of the person in 

need. 
 

____Yes, please send a note to 
 

______________________ 
__________________________  
__________________________  

 
 

Our prayer volunteers and staff will be 
praying for your request.  Confidential 

prayer requests will be given to the 
pastor only. 

 

Confidential _______ Yes 
 _______  No 
 

Request 
______________________  
______________________  
______________________  
______________________  
______________________  
______________________  
______________________  

     

 
The 2012 Flower Calendar is 

in the narthex.  Be sure to 
sign up for the Sunday you 

would like to provide flowers 
for worship. 

Sign up today to make sure 
you get the date you want! 

 

 
Events of the Week 

December 25, 2011 – December 31, 2011 
 

 

Today is the last day to turn in your year end donations 
to BFUMC. 

The Church Office will be closed Dec. 26-Jan. 2nd. 
 

 

Today 
·  Joy to the World, Christ is Born Today! 
·  No Youth Band, Choir, or FLAME tonight.   FLAME 

(Following and Living After the Master's Example) will 
meet again on Sunday, January 8, 2012! 

Monday 
·  The Church Office closed today and will reopen Tuesday, 

January 3, 2012! 
·  First Friends will not meet this week. 
·  Strength Training meets at 5:00p in the fellowship hall. 
Tuesday 
·  Knitting for Others meets at 9:30a in the Benson House. 
·  Strength Training meets at 5:00p in the fellowship hall. 
Wednesday 
·  UMYF reunion at The Clegg's.  Join us Wednesday, 

December 28th at 7:00p.  All former Youth Group members 
are invited to come and bring a friend!  RSVP by December 
26th to Suzanne at 770-945-7872. 

Thursday 
·  Strength Training is at 5:00p in the fellowship hall. 
Saturday 
·  Sack Kid’s Hunger is from 12:00-2:00p every Saturday.  

Join us in reaching out to the children in our community. 

 
In the News 

 

 

·  Eat at Famous Joes Monday evening, January 2, and you’ll be 
supporting the youth group's summer mission trips.  Famous 
Joes is at the intersection of Hamilton Mill and Ridge Rd.  The 
address is: 3290 Ridge Rd., Buford, 30519. Be sure to drop 
your receipt in the bucket at the register.  They give us a 
donation of 15% of the total spent by BFUMC members!  The 
youth are selling gift cards for Famous Joes as well!  If you buy 
a $20.00 gift card, the youth keep $10.00 of that for a youth 
trip!  What an awesome deal!  You get $20.00 on the card, and 
we get $10.00!  See a youth member after church to order your 
card today! 

·  The Bahamas Mission trip deposit is due now.  A $100.00 
nonrefundable deposit will save your spot.  See all the 
information on the youth table in the fellowship hall, or on the 
website at www.bufordfirstumc.org  

·  Camp Glisson Spiritual Life Retreat for youth is March 16-18, 
2012. Sign up by today with a $20.00 deposit.  Total cost for 
the weekend is $110.00.  This is a great retreat for Middle 
School and High School students.  Church groups from all 
across North Georgia will be with us.  See the church website 
for all the details. 

·  If you are 50 plus and Young At Heart, join us for our "Game Day" on 
Martin Luther King Day, January 16, 2012.  Bring your favorite game 
and a snack to share.  We will meet at 2:00p in the Benson House. 

Let Debbie Atcheson know if you plan to attend: call 770-965-
3729 or email richardatcheson@bellsouth.net by January 10th. 

February Activities with a January Deadline!   Come to a Valentine 
Show and Dinner on February 11 presented by the Show Time 
Singers of Atlanta.  Group rate tickets are $27.00 per person. 
This is a quick registration as we need your money by January 15th to 

get good seats. 
Send checks to Pam Kocher – 5776 Amberside Lane, Sugar Hill, 
GA 30518 

·  Confirmation Classes for students in 6th grade and up will begin 
in February.  There is a sign up sheet on the Youth bulletin board in 
the fellowship hall.  Confirmation meets on Sunday mornings during 
the Sunday School hour, and is taught by Suzanne Clegg, Pastor 
Jones, and Bradley and Heather White. This is a great experience for 
young people, and helps them to understand the Christian Faith and 
make it their own.  Please sign up to take this course!  
Lost & Found –You might want to look and see if your lost items have 
been found and placed in the lost & found basket located in the narthex. 
 

Our Record of Faithfulness for 2011 
 

Amount Needed For Mission, Ministry, & Administrati on (2011 Budget)  
 $559,204.75 
Year to Date amount Received for the 2011 Budget $529,838.07 
Weekly need to reach 2011 Budget (based on year to date received) $29,366.68 
Amount given on 12-18-2011 $13,257.50 
Balance in Building Fund $454,025.54 
Amount given on 12-18-2011 $1,457.50 
 

1. The amount needed by the last Sunday in 2011 should be an aggregate total of our 
financial needs including Conference Apportionments as well as all other needs. 
2. The Amount Received should be the aggregate total of funds received for budgetary 
purposes. 
3. The CONSISTENT WEEKLY GIVING GOAL TO REACH THE YEARLY 
GOAL will change each week depending upon the amount of weeks left as offset by 
the gifts received. 

 

 
 

 

 
 
 
 

 

Focus on Missions 
 

Thank you for supporting the Missions at BFUMC.  Because of your 
compassion and generosity we have been able to reach out to people in 
our community, across the United States, and around the world.  Thank 
you for sharing God’s love. 
 

Looking Ahead - January Missions Disposable Diaper Collection 
The United Methodist Children’s Home office in Gainesville, GA has a 
ministry that gives diapers to families that are Hall County residents. 
For the month of January the Carol Scott Circle has teamed up with the 
United Methodist Children’s Home Office to support their Diaper 
Mission.  All during the month of January we will be collecting 
disposable diapers.  We need all sizes for both boys and girls.  A 
collection box is located in the fellowship hall.  ALSO… Come and 
see what Missions we support at Buford First on January 29 during 
the Sunday School hour (10:00 am).  We think you might be surprised 
at the many different service and giving opportunities there are AND 
there is sure to be one that calls your heart.  Please come to the 
Fellowship Hall on January 29th for some breakfast and to learn more. 

Buford First United 
Methodist Church 

 

P.O. Box 329 
285 East Main St. 

Buford, Georgia 30515-0329 
 

770-945-7438 (Office) 
770-945-4161 (Preschool) 
www.bufordfirstumc.org 
sondra.jones@ngumc.net 

 
 
 

Welcome to Our Church 
 

 

Attendance: December 18, 2011 
 

  8:45 a.m. Worship Service 137 
10:00 a.m. Sunday School 123 
11:00 a.m. Worship Service 259 
Total in Worship Services 396 


