
Welcome to Buford First! 
 

Our Mission 
 

The United Methodist Church: Making Disciples of 

Jesus Christ for the Transformation of the World. 
 

Sanctuary Flowers 
 

Dick Atcheson gives the sanctuary flowers in honor of Debbie 
Atcheson as they celebrate their 40th Wedding Anniversary. 

 
 

Today’s Worship Assistants 
 

8:40 a.m. Announcements ~ 8:45 a.m. Worship 
 

Greeters: Rita Steele 
Ushers: Lynne Bryan & Mike Hammett 
Acolytes: Lynne Bryan, Crucifer & Mike Hammett, Light 
Sound: Christi Lenz 
Children’s Church: Heather White 
Nursery: Susan Crowson & Barbara Money 
 

Fellowship & Refreshments 
9:45 a.m. – 10:00 a.m. 

Join us in the fellowship hall for coffee and light refreshments. 
 

10:00 a.m. Sunday School 
 

 

10:55 a.m. Announcements ~ 11:00 a.m. Worship 
 

Greeters: Donnie & Linda McQuaig 
Ushers: Mike & Sandra Casper and Marsha & Rick Huckaby 

Acolytes: Sarah Yang, Crucifer & Devon Thomas, Light 
Sound: John Marbury 
Children’s Church: Linda Healan 
Sunshine Church: Amy Simonson 
Nursery: Debbie Griffin, Susan Crowson, Barbara Money, Susan Rosenthal 
Altar Guild: Bobby & Estelle Dobbs 
 
 
 

Children and Worship 
A nursery is provided for children 2 and under.  You can find our nursery by 
going through the door behind the organ and down one flight of stairs. 
 

8:45 a.m. – Kid’s Club- Children 3 years through 5th grade go to Rm. 203 after 
the Children’s Sermon, and may be picked up there after the service. 
 

11:00 a.m. – Sunshine Church – Preschoolers (3 years through Pre-K) meet in 
Rm. 105 during the service.  Children’s Worship – Children in Kindergarten 
through 5th grade go to Rm. 203 after the Children’s Sermon, and may be 
picked up there following the service. 
 
 
 

 
 

James Adair, Custodian 
 

Sylvia Beard, Pianist 
 

Suzanne Clegg, Director of Youth Ministry 
 
 

Diana Foster, Director of Music and the Arts 
 

Debra Hogg, Music Associate 
 

Sondra R. Jones, Senior Pastor 
 

Cindy LaTouf, Office Manager 
Leandre Majerus, Interim Director of Preschool 

 

Hank Morgan, Organist 
 

Susan Rosenthal, Director of Nursery 
 

Heather White, Director of Children and Family Ministry 

The Worship of God 
 

 

November 27, 2011 
8:45 a.m. & 11:00 a.m. 

 
 
 

First Sunday of Advent 
 

 

 
 
 

Please place your cell phones and pagers on silent mode during today’s 

worship service. 
 
 
 

Welcome to the time of worship!  We are so honored that you have 
chosen to worship with us today. “Restore us, O Lord God of hosts; 
let your face shine, so that we may be saved.” -   Psalm 80:19 
 
 
 

We Gather in Fellowship… 
 

The Welcome and Registration of Attendance Rev. Sondra Jones 
The Announcements 
Sharing of Concerns and Celebrations 
 

The Greeting of Your Neighbor 
 
 

We Gather to Worship… 
 

The Chiming of the Hour  Hank Morgan, organ 
The Prelude  Ave Maria Bach-Gounod 
  Hank Morgan  
 
 

We Gather to Praise… 
 

*The Call to Worship (8:45) Mike Rosenthal ~ (11:00) Harry Wilkins 
 

Sing and rejoice, O daughter Zion!  For lo, I will come and dwell 
in your midst, says the Lord. 
Many nations shall join themselves to the Lord in that day, and 
shall be my people; and I will dwell in your midst. 
 

*The Hymn of Praise #196  Come, Thou Long Expected Jesus 
 

The Lighting of the Advent Candle (8:45) The Joe Best Family 
   (11:00) The Chuck Kovach Family 
 

We light this candle as a symbol of Christ our Hope.  May the light 
sent from God shine in the darkness to show us the way of 
salvation. 
O come, O come, Emmanuel. 
 

The Musical Response #211 verse 1 
 

O come, O come, Emmanuel, and ransom captive Israel, that 
mourns in lonely exile here until the Son of God appear.  
Rejoice!  Rejoice!  Emmanuel shall come to thee, O Israel. 
 

The Children’s Sermon “Practice Makes Perfect” Heather White 
 

 

We Commune in Prayer… 
 
 

The Prayer of Confession   
 

In the Advent season, when the past has fled and there is nothing 
left to do but wait, God, shelter us.  Be our surrounding darkness: 
be the fertile soil out of which hope springs in due time.  In 
uncertain times, help us to greet the dawn and labor on, in faith 
awaiting your purpose hid in you waiting to be born in due time.  
Amen. 
 

The Time of Silent Prayer   
 

The Pastoral Prayer and The Lord’s Prayer   
 

Our Father, who art in Heaven, hallowed be thy name.  Thy 
kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in Heaven.  
Give us this day our daily bread, and forgive us our trespasses, 
as we forgive those who trespass against us.  And lead us not 
into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For thine is the 
kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever.  Amen. 
 
The Hymn of Preparation #204 Emmanuel, Emmanuel 
 
 

We Present our Tithes and Offerings… 
 

The Gathering of Tithes and Offerings   
 

The Offertory  Jesu, Joy of Man’s Desiring J.S. Bach 
 

*The Doxology   
 

Praise God from whom all blessings flow, Praise Him all creatures 

here below.  Praise Him above ye heavenly host, Praise Father, Son, 

and Holy Ghost.  Amen. 
 

*The Prayer of Consecration   
 
 

We Gather to Learn… 
 

*Reading of the Holy Scripture: Isaiah 64:1-9 
 

The Special Music (8:45)   Lo, How a Rose E’er Blooming 
 Mike Rosenthal arr. Mark Hayes 

The Anthem (11:00) People Look East 
 Chancel Choir Zebulon M. Highbenale Wood 

Teodora Stoyanova, flute and Dick Atcheson, percussion 
 

The Sermon “What Did You Expect?” Rev. Jones 
 
 

We Depart to Serve… 
 

*The Hymn of Discipleship #260 
 I Want to Walk as a Child of the Light 
 

*The Benediction   
 

The Postlude Come, Redeemer of Mankind Bach-Ore 
 
 

*If you are able, please stand. 

 
Praise the Lord! 

May my worship be 

pleasing to God! 
 

November 27, 2011 
 

GUEST & MEMBER 
REGISTRY 

 

I attended the 8:45 service ____ 
I attended the 11:00 service ____ 
 

Name ________________________ 
Name ________________________ 
Children______________________ 
Children______________________ 
 

Guest of ______________________ 
 

Address ______________________ 
_____________________________ 
 

Phone________________________ 
 

Cell phone ____________________ 
 

Email ________________________ 
 

 

___ First Time Visitor 
 

___ New Resident in Community 
 

___ Wish to Know More About 
  the Church 
 

___ Desire a Call 
 

___ Wish to Join the Church 
 

___ Attend, but Not a Member 
 

___ Member of this Church 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

If you would like to join Buford First 
United Methodist Church today, please 

fill out the membership card located in the 
church pew or you may call the church 

office, 770-945-7438. 
 

Monday-Thursday 
8:30 a.m. – 5:00 p.m. 

Friday 
9:00 a.m. – 3:00 p.m. 

Please Do Not Fold. 
Thank You! 



 
 

 “…but in everything, by prayer and 
supplication with thanksgiving let your 
request be known to God.” 

Philippians 4:6 
 

November 27, 2011 
Your Name ___________________  

 

If you would like us to send a note of 

encouragement, please provide the 

name and address of the person in 

need. 
 

____Yes, please send a note to 
 

______________________  
__________________________  
__________________________  

 
 

Our prayer volunteers and staff will be 
praying for your request.  Confidential 

prayer requests will be given to the 
pastor only. 

 

Confidential _______ Yes 
 _______  No 
 

Request 
______________________  
______________________  
______________________  
______________________  

.  

 
Order Your Poinsettias! 

$10.50 each 
Payable to BFUMC-Youth 

 

Honor of ________________________  
Given By ________________________  

Honor of ________________________  
Given By ________________________  

Honor of ________________________  
Given By ________________________  

 

Memory of ______________________  
Given By ________________________  

Memory of ______________________  
Given By ______________________  
Memory of ______________________  
Given By ________________________  
 

Total  $ ______________________  
 

Please give us your phone number 

so we may contact you if we need 

further information. 

_______________ 

Events of the Week 
November 27, 2011 – December 3, 2011 

Today 
• Today Is the Deadline to order a poinsettia for the Sanctuary in memory 

or in honor of someone. See the order form on the tear-off portion of this 
bulletin. 

• All 6th through 12th graders are invited to FLAME tonight at 5:15p. 

• No Music Activities or Youth Band this Evening. 

• No Stephen Ministry today. 

Monday 
• First Friends meets at 9:15a in Rm. 203. 

• Staff Mtg. is at 11:30a in the Benson House. 

• Strength Training meets at 5:00p in the fellowship hall. 

• Youth Handbells will meet at 6:00p in Rm. 203. 

• Chancel Ringers will meet at 7:00p in Rm. 203. 

Tuesday 
• Knitting for Others meets at 9:30a in the Benson House. 

• Strength Training meets at 5:00p in the fellowship hall. 

• Young At Heart meets at 6:30p to go to the Northwinds Concert at 
Gainesville First Baptist Church. 

Wednesday 
• At 9:00a we will go to Grace United Methodist Church in Atlanta to 

feed the Homeless women and children.  If you would like to go with us 
to serve or to make a donation towards the meal, please call Sandra 
Casper at 770-271-8008. 

• Preschool Ballet is at 1:00p in the fellowship hall. 

• The last Homework Help session is this Wednesday at 5:15p in room 
205. Middle and High School students are invited to bring their 
homework and get some help from adult volunteers. Volunteer 
Coordinator is Tom Foster! Please let Tom know if you plan to attend! 

• No Club Youth or Small group this Wednesday due to the Student 
Leaders Meeting at 6:00p. The SLT will meet for planning in the 
fellowship hall. Pizza will be provided. Parents should pick up at 8:00p. 

• Cancel Choir will meet at 7:00p in the Sanctuary. 

Thursday 
• Girl Scouts meet at 4:30p in Rm. 104. 

• This Thursday, December 1
st
 at 7:00p we will host a World AIDS 

Day Service of Remembrance.  Music will be provided by Hank 
Morgan, Youth Choir, and Chancel Choir.  We will have a guest speaker 
affiliated with AID Gwinnett to share his testimony about living HIV 
positive. 

Saturday 

• The UMW Christmas Brunch is this Saturday at 10:00a in the 
fellowship hall.  Bring your favorite dish to share. 

• Sack Kid’s Hunger is from 12:00-2:00p every Saturday.  Join us in 
reaching out to our neighbors! 

In the News 
 

• Give a Christmas gift your child will remember forever!  Summer 
camp at Camp Glisson will be one of the best experiences your child 
will ever have.  Registration opens December 1st for all UMC 
members. A small deposit holds your child’s space for this upcoming 
summer.  Please visit their website: www.campglisson.org or email 
Susan Lynskey @ ericandsue@gmail.com for more information. 

• Bahamas Mission Trip for Senior High youth, college students, and 
adults!  Go with us to serve the very poor at the All Saints Camp in 
Nassau.  We will work with Bahamas Methodist Habitat and stay in St. 
Michael’s Methodist Church in Nassau.  Come to a meeting Sunday, 
December 4th at 7:00p in the Beacon Room for more information. 

• Youth Christmas Progressive Dinner, Friday, December 9 at 5:30p.  
We will travel in the vans to the Rothweiler's, the White's, and the 
Yang's.  Thanks to these families for hosting us!  Youth should sign up 
on the youth bulletin board if they plan to attend. 

• Camp Glisson Spiritual Life Retreat for youth is March 16-18, 2012. Sign 
up by December 11 with a $20.00 deposit.  Those signing up by December 11 
will pay a total of $90.00 for the weekend. Those past the December 11 
deadline will pay $110.00 for the trip.  This is a great retreat for Middle 
School and High School students.  Church groups from all across North 
Georgia will be with us. See the church website for all the details. 

• As Christmas approaches we are aware that due to the 
economy this Christmas may be really hard on some families. The Florence 
Garner Circle will be hosing the Angel Tree again this year.  If you or 
someone you know is in need please contact Barbara Money at 770-513-0544 
or the Church office.  All information will be kept confidential.  The tree will 
be up after Thanksgiving and is located in the fellowship hall.  For those of 
you that are able to help make someone’s Christmas a little brighter, look for 
the Angels on the tree.  All gifts need to be returned by December 18

th
.  All 

gifts need to be either wrapped or in a gift bag with the Angel attached to the 
outside of the gift. 

• Gainesville Aid Project is June 20-24, 2012. This is the mission trip for all 
youth, Junior and Senior High.  Please register by December 11 with a $30.00 
deposit. Information is in the fellowship hall and on the church website. 
Lost & Found –You might want to look and see if your lost items have been 
found and placed in the lost & found basket located in the narthex. 
 

Our Record of Faithfulness for 2011 
 

Amount Needed For Mission, Ministry, & Administration (2011 Budget)  
 $559,204.75 
Year to Date amount Received for the 2011 Budget $481,258.05 
Weekly need to reach 2011 Budget (based on year to date received) $15,589.34 
Amount given on 11-20-2011 $13,758.70 

Balance in Building Fund $446,773.89 
Amount given on 11-20-2011 $1,430.50 
 

1. The amount needed by the last Sunday in 2011 should be an aggregate total of our 
financial needs including Conference Apportionments as well as all other needs. 
2. The Amount Received should be the aggregate total of funds received for budgetary 
purposes. 
3. The CONSISTENT WEEKLY GIVING GOAL TO REACH THE YEARLY 
GOAL will change each week depending upon the amount of weeks left as offset by 
the gifts received. 

 

IMPORTANT!  As you look ahead to make your final 
donations to Buford First, we ask that all donations be 
turned into the church office no later than Sunday, 
December 25.  If you are mailing your final donation, it 
needs to arrive no later than Thursday, December 22nd.  The 
Church Office will be closed December 23-January 2nd. 

 

 
 

 

 
 
 
 

 

Focus on Missions 
 

**Blood Drive next Sunday, December 4th.  Please stop by the 
LifeSouth bus in our parking lot between 8:30a - 12:30p to give. 
**The Alternative Christmas shopping has begun!  Whose Birthday 
Is It Anyway?  Plan now to do some of your Christmas shopping with 
us! Six Missions are listed, along with specific needs. Choose from 
local, state, national, and international ministries. You can help others 
while honoring your loved ones. Stop by the table in the fellowship hall 
before or after worship today. 
 

 

Buford First United 
Methodist Church 

 

P.O. Box 329 
285 East Main St. 

Buford, Georgia 30515-0329 
 

770-945-7438 (Office) 
770-945-4161 (Preschool) 
www.bufordfirstumc.org 
sondra.jones@ngumc.net 

 

 
 

Welcome to Our Church 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

Attendance: November 20, 2011 
 

  8:45 a.m. Worship Service 68 
10:00 a.m. Sunday School 95 
11:00 a.m. Worship Service 164 
Total in Worship Services 232 


